
CITY OF SOUTH FULTON, GEORGIA 
South Fulton Service Center Auditorium, 5600 Stonewall Tell Road 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017, 5:00PM 
 

 
 

 

 

The Honorable William “Bill” Edwards, Mayor (present) 

The Honorable Catherine F. Rowell, District 1, Mayor Pro Tem (present) 

The Honorable Carmalitha Gumbs, District 2 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable Helen Z. Willis, District 3 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable Naeema Gilyard, District 4 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable Rosie Jackson, District 5 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable khalid kamau, District 6 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable Mark Baker, District 7 Councilmember (present) 

 

 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 

The Work Session was called to order by Mayor Edwards at 

5:03pm. 

• Review of the August 8, 2017 Regular Meeting Agenda 

The Interim City Attorney Josh Belinfante introduced the following 

procedural modifications for the Regular Meeting Agenda: 

1) Addition of a cover sheet for Agenda Item Res2017-036 (Airport 

West CID); 

2) Revised legislation for Res2017-038 (Workers’ Compensation); 
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The Honorable William “Bill” Edwards, Mayor (present) 

The Honorable Catherine F. Rowell, District 1, Mayor Pro Tem (present) 
The Honorable Carmalitha Gumbs, District 2 Councilmember (present) 

The Honorable Helen Z. Willis, District 3 Councilmember (present) 
The Honorable Naeema Gilyard, District 4 Councilmember (present) 
The Honorable Rosie Jackson, District 5 Councilmember (present) 
The Honorable khalid kamau, District 6 Councilmember (present) 
The Honorable Mark Baker, District 7 Councilmember (present) 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Edwards at 7:00pm.  

Following the roll call, all members were present. 

2. Invocation 

The invocation was rendered by Pastor Warren L. Henry, Sr. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison. 

4. Approval of the Consent Agenda 

a. Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

b. Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
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c. Assignment and Assumption of Lease located at 5440 Fulton 

Industrial Boulevard, as agreed to in the Intergovernmental 

Agreement with Fulton County (Res2017-030, approved on 

June 27, 2017). 

A motion was made by Councilmember Willis and seconded by 

Councilmember Gilyard to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion 

passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

5. Approval of the Regular Meeting Agenda 

A motion was made by Councilmember khalid and seconded by 

Councilmember Baker to amend the Regular Meeting Agenda by 

adding a Resolution, Res2017-039 (Parity of Pay Among Mayor & 

Council Staff), and direct the City Manager to find funds to pay the 

Councilmembers part-time staff.  Councilmembers Gumbs, Gilyard, 

Jackson, khalid and Baker voted yea.  Mayor Pro Tem Rowell and 

Councilmember Willis voted no. 

A friendly amendment was made by Councilmember Willis to have 

the HR Team to work with our area technical colleges and universities 

to find interns, in lieu of hiring seven personal assistants for 

Councilmembers.  The friendly amendment was not accepted. 

The Mayor expressed his concern of having Agenda Items that are 

not vetted, being placed on the Agenda on the same night. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Baker and seconded by 

Councilmember Jackson to adopt the agenda as amended.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

6. Proclamations and Recognitions 

No proclamations were presented, however the Mayor requested 

the Interim City Manager Ruth Jones to introduce the two recently 

hired staff persons; Ms. Chata Spikes, Communication Director, and 

Ms. Teresa Adams, Purchasing Manager. 
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7. Public Comment 

a. Speakers will be granted up to two minutes each and public 

comment will not exceed 30 minutes.  Speakers will not be 

allowed to yield or donate their time to other speakers. 

The following fourteen (14) citizens offered public comment: 

• Ms. Helen Butler, supports making Election Day a holiday, 

encouraging citizens to engage in the electoral process, and 

consideration of all holidays by the employees. 

• Mr. El-Mahdi Haile, (Henry County) concern for checks and 

balances, supports Election Day matter regarding electoral 

college, and concern for secret vetoes and retaining 

transparency. 

• Mr. Wayne Hines, concern for Firefighters and employment 

protections when the employees transfer over, and retain a merit 

system. 

• Mr. Greg Fann, concern for employees of Fulton County, they 

need to know there will continue to be a merit system. 

• Ms. Zebulon Parham, looking for inclusivity and transparency on 

all levels with regard to City government, wants to understand 

the process for building the City from the ground up, requests 

answers to questions that are raised during the public comment 

period, and concern for the minimizing salaries for employees 

on the front lines. 

• Mr. Carlos Lester, Omnitech Institute, students, job trainings and 

certifications. 

• Mr. Jermaine Bradley, Omnitech Institute, an alternative place 

for youth to go, job placement, and concern regarding a recent 

robbery in broad daylight. 

• Ms. Juliette Rankins, concern regarding references on WSB 

radio to South Fulton as West Atlanta, West Hills, Westville and 

West Haven, crime-ridden motels/hotels, and a branding 

company is needed for the City. 
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• Ms. Glenda Collins, transparency, integrity and honesty by the 

City is needed especially with Budget and policies, salaries for 

Council aides should be revisited, new hires should be able to 

hire their own staff for vacancies. 

• Ms. Barbara McKhee, she is personally familiar with several 

Councilmembers, she wants us to come together to be a good 

City, the City needs a clock/timer for the public to watch their 

time elapse, we need to revamp the community, crime needs to 

come down through the neighborhood watch programs due to 

break-ins, and she needs help with her new business. 

• Mr. Tamahn Jamison, having attended several community 

meetings he noticed at the 7/25 meeting that there was an 

uneasiness, and a little of disarray, uncertainty and personal 

agendas, a neighbor was shot in broad daylight yesterday, and 

he is concerned about the selection of the new police chief. 

Public safety is a major issue, and he is concerned with naming 

the City with names on cars and sleeves to help keep the 

community safe. 

• Ms. Rhonda Simpson, thanked Councilwoman Willis, opposes 

the Personnel Ordinance (Ord2017-015), and concern regarding 

how Council is operating. 

• Mr. Jeb Boone, support for Election Day holiday bill, and 

concern that employers can disenfranchise. 

• Mr. Jarman Bryant, concern regarding false rumors on Facebook 

pertaining to Councilmember Jackson, and unwarranted 

criticisms of South Fulton. 

At the conclusion of public comment, Mayor Edwards recognized 

Georgia State Representatives Roger Bruce and Derrick Jackson for 

being present at the meeting. 
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8. Business 

a. Resolution 

i. Resolution to authorize a cooperation agreement between 

the City of South Fulton and the Airport West Community 

Improvement District (CID). (Res2017-036) 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Rowell and seconded by 

Councilmember Willis to approve Res2017-036.  The motion passed 

unanimously, 7-0-0. 

 

ii. Resolution adopting a fee schedule for services. 

(Res2017-037) 

A motion was made by Councilmember Willis and seconded by 

Mayor Pro Tem Rowell to approve Res2017-037.  The motion passed 

unanimously, 7-0-0. 

Councilmember Gumbs asked if there were any adjustments 

made to the fee structure now that we are a City, because fees for new 

business licenses are higher than those in Johns Creek and Sandy 

Springs. 

Mayor Pro Tem Rowell requested staff to look at practitioner 

fees across different fields, compare how some of our fees are not 

comparable to other municipalities, and bring back recommendations 

in order to become an environment that is more friendly to business, 

especially where our fees are significantly higher. 

 

iii. Resolution to approve Workers’ Compensation insurance 

coverage through Georgia Municipal Association (GMA). 

(Res2017-038) 

A motion was made by Councilmember Willis and seconded by 

Councilmember Jackson to approve Res2017-038.  A friendly 

amendment was made by Councilmember Baker and accepted by 



CITY OF SOUTH FULTON, GEORGIA 
South Fulton Service Center Auditorium, 5600 Stonewall Tell Road 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017, 7:00pm 
 

Page 6 of 9 

 

Councilmembers Willis and Jackson to enact the REVISED resolution 

(Res2017-038), as presented by the Interim City Attorney.  The motion 

passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

 

b. Ordinances 

i. [FIRST READING] Adoption of Personnel Ordinance and 

amendment to existing Ordinance No. 2017-003. 

(Ord2017-015) 

Councilmember Willis requested the HR department provide 

detailed information regarding what the grievance process will be, 

standard operating procedures (SOPs) for adverse and non-adverse 

actions, how the grievance panel will be comprised, who oversees it, 

and the option for a 3rd party panel. 

Councilmember Jackson requested to see something for the 

lower-paid employees to be merit employees and the higher-paid 

employees being at-will. 

1. Amendment to Ordinance No. 2017-015. (Gilyard) 

Amendment presented. 

Councilmember Willis requested a friendly amendment that will 

not require HR’s participation with every interview panel.  

Councilmember Gilyard accepted the friendly amendment. 

At this time, Mayor Edwards recognized College Park 

Councilman Joe Carn for being present at the meeting. 

2. Amendment to Ordinance No. 2017-015. (Jackson) 

 Amendment presented and no action taken. 

ii. [FIRST READING] Adoption of amendments to 

Ordinance No. 2017-012 regarding Board of Code 

Enforcement, pertaining to renaming the Board and 

compensation. (khalid - Ord2017-016) 
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After the discussion and staff presentations, it was determined that 

either the Board or the legislation needed to be amended to be more 

aligned with the will and intent of Council. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

a. Resolution regarding standards for issuing Proclamations and 

Letters of Commendation. (Rowell - Res2017-023, held on 

May 23, 2017) 

A motion was made by Councilmember Willis and seconded by 

Councilmember Gumbs to approve the REVISED Res2017-023 as 

amended to not limit the resolution to the Office of the Mayor, but to 

incorporate both the Mayor and City Council, to amend sections 2c. 

and 2d. relating to Significant birthdays and wedding anniversaries, 

and to delete section 4c.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

 

b. Resolution to Amend the City’s Holiday Schedule to Recognize 

Election Day as an Annual Official City Holiday. (Res2017-034, 

approved on July 25, 2017, and vetoed on July 26, 2017) 

The Mayor recognized Georgia State Representative Roger Bruce 

for comment.   

A motion was made by Councilmember khalid and seconded by 

Councilmember Baker to override the Mayor’s Veto of Res2017-034.  

Councilmembers Gilyard, Jackson, khalid and Baker voted yea.  

Mayor Pro Tem Rowell and Councilmembers Gumbs and Willis voted 

no.  The motion to override the Mayor’s Veto failed due to a lack of 

five affirmative votes as required by the City Charter, 4-3-0. 

c. (ADD-ON) Resolution for Parity of Pay Among Mayor & Council 

Staff. (khalid - Res2017-039) 

A motion was made by Councilmember khalid and seconded by 

Councilmember Baker to approve Res2017-039 for seven part-time 



CITY OF SOUTH FULTON, GEORGIA 
South Fulton Service Center Auditorium, 5600 Stonewall Tell Road 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017, 7:00pm 
 

Page 8 of 9 

 

Council aides.  Councilmembers Gilyard, Jackson, khalid and Baker 

voted yea.  Mayor Pro Tem Rowell and Councilmembers Gumbs and 

Willis voted no.  Therefore, the motion passed, 4-3-0. 

 

10. City Manager’s Weekly Update 

Councilmember khalid indicated that the Interim City Manager 

requested direction with regard to the seven part-time Council aides 

for the FY2018 budget.  The Interim City Manager indicated that she 

did not need any further direction. 

 

At the request of Councilmember Gumbs, the action taken in 

Executive Session was announced, whereupon the Interim City 

Attorney requested the City Council to make a motion and vote in 

open session. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Gumbs and seconded by 

Councilmember khalid to release the RFP for the Executive Search for 

the permanent City Manager and request the HR department to 

provide a 4 - 6 months timetable for what needs to be done to get the 

permanent City Manager on board.  A friendly amendment was made 

by Councilmember Jackson to add the Executive Search for the 

Police Chief to this motion.  The friendly amendment was accepted.  

The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Gumbs to reconsider the 

previous action to amend the timetable for HR from 4 - 6 months to 3 

months.  A friendly amendment was made by Councilmember khalid 

to have the draft RFP ready for Council by Friday.  The first friendly 

amendment was accepted.  Councilmember Willis requested the due 

date for the draft to be delayed, in order to allow staff more time to 

complete the Budget.  The second friendly amendment was not 

accepted.  The motion passed unanimously, 7-0-0. 
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